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ganda, which is now becoming increasingly influential throughout the whole civilized world.
The great spectacular event which did so much to popularize the movement and bring it to the attention of the masses of people of England was the famous prosecution in 1876 of Annie Besant and Charles Bradlaugh, for disseminating Dr. Knowlton's pamphlet, The Fruits of Philosophy (originally published in 1833), which explained contraceptive methods. The charge against these intrepid pioneers was described by the Lord Chief Justice, who tried the case, as one of the most ill-advised and injudicious ever made in a court of justice. But the enormous publicity it gave to the subject served to defeat the aims of those who were so determined in their own shortsighted way to quash the propaganda, and it resulted in widely advertising the methods they sought to suppress.
It is notable in this connection that the English birth-rate, which up to this date had been increasing, began in 1877 to decline. At about the same time the birth-rate in other European countries, and soon in every civilized country